9, 1966
Dear Hope and Jodo oy %

Here it is Saturday afternoon, and I have been holding things up,
when I should have written this days ago. Doris has taken our three older
boys to the beach, and Alan 45 just talding his family to the beach. Except
for Selma; I'm watehing Selma and Noyman who take long afternoon naps.
Alan checked in Cottage 2, where the folks and Dick and Alma abide, and
reported that everyone is asleep in that cottage.

We have managed a beach trip everyday, although not always with
everyone. Yesterday was the rainlest day we had, btut we still got a beach
trip in. I took a carlosd of kids down, in spite of omimous thmnder. The
drope started to fall after we unloaded and were on the sand. So we got
back in the car, went to buy scme gas, the rain poured down, went back to
the beach, looked at the sky which scemed optimistic. So we unloaded again
and wvere yrowarded with sunny ckies a short while X ter. Today the weather
has cleared beautifully, and wo've had clear skies all day.

Rather than contbrme on a daysby-8gy activity schedule, let me
tell you a little bAt more of the location. Enclosed is a map, which 48
sort of upside down, since north 4s at the bootom. On the left are our
fhree cottages, with a driveway in front; this 45 2 nice isolated opoet,
practically our own, ¢ince there is very little activity in cottage 1.
The bell, for which Bell Field is named was taken down, much to our beys'
disappointument, tut the field is still thore, and we can see ball games
going on, includdiz the one in which Dick played. %o have trees and woods
right behind the cottages, and wo can pliek up firewsod for our fireplaces
very easily. It also keeps the cottages quite cool; in faet the mormings
are positively £ cold, .

Three times a day we leave our cottages for the dining room; umually
most of us walk, although occasionally a car 4o taken Af sommeone is in a
burry. On the way we walk ty the Playhouse, where plays are given, and
whore we plan t0 gce "Famtasticke®? tonight. The Children's Playhouse is
Just ¢o the left, where children can be left with a couple of girls superw

You can probably appreciate such a convenience). In front of the
yoom i3 & nice open space, wAth grass, trees, chairs, and tables,
vhere the ohildren can run ayound vhile they wait for mealtime. The Beaverw
brook Muslc Comp eccasionally puts on concerts, and we heard a band conecert
last weekeend 4n this area. The stables you ean see just beyond the diming
room, and that's whbre we went horseback riding and the children had pony
rides. Hear there is also a girls' dorm, 0 which I drove home our baby-sitter
Thursday night, after we had all gone out to see af Play « "Mary,Mary® «

Dick and Alma's treat.

For the beach wo turn left as wo leave our cottages, and walk through
the wods to the bsach which 45 at the top of the map. There are shade trees
» ‘ ‘ - Bovbmoats have been used for a mumber

vising
dining

off one player, who practically always loses in spite of his ability. Beyond
the lake, %o the right, is the road that leads to the boys and girls camps,
and 48 good for hiking.

Hope this gives you a bird's eye view of Pocono Crest, and that somee
one else can £ill you in on the daily activityes.
tish you were here,



j—ﬂme, b
Bear Hope and Joao,

Since thk kids enjoyed the plaghouse so much yesterday we decided to leave
most of them there again this morning. Its a wee bit cloudy and cool today, but
we'll hope this afternoon will be warm enough for the beach. The playhouse is
a bungalow-size house with one large room stocked with child-type equipment and
staffed with two young girls who just came on duty yesterday in time to receive
our 9 kids with a gulp. The house faces a large luwn bordered with tall woods;
there are swings and slides and a Jungle gym close to the houde. So there's plenty
to keep children happy. Yesterday when I went to pick them up they were all inside
playing Green Light with the 2 sitters, except for Sylvia who was reading ing a
corner. None of them wanted to leave, they were having such a good time. But they
came when they heard Aunt Alma had something special to do with them.

The something special was a sort af Bibtle School session that Alme (Guassd)
had planned using Mary Alice Jones'book of the Lord®s Prayer. Shefs aiming at
havung each child learn the Lord's Prayer by the end of nine days. Sylvia and
Donald already can say it but we hope they'll be able to gain a deeper understande
ing of it's meaning. After the formal session they painted pictures of whatever
the beginning line of the prayer made them think of. The quality of their results
was exceeded by their enthusdasm. After a while the olest five disappeared into
the pine woods at the end of road and began making their own play. When I investe
igated some time later, I found they had constructed an imaginary house around some
fallen trees and were forming a "good mamnners” club with Sylvia writing down the
rules”, Their manners at lmnchtime were none too good, but when I mentioned to
Beter that he might begin applying some of the club rules he didn®t think the idea
was very suitable. I guess the rules haven't been all written yp yet!

I'm just beginning to get into the hang of teaching Bible School and its nice
to learn from others who have had some experience. Our church had its two week
session just before we came here; I wihkrked with a girl who had done it many times
and is a public school teacher besides. She directed most of the hand work and
I taught some music and had gharge of most of the worship. We had a very short
program for the parents at the end: songs, a choric reading of Psalms 150, and
bible verses for memory. We had 25 children at the most (fhose who had just finished
first grage)s I hope we?ll be hearing about jour BS experiences because I'm sure
they?'ll be interesting and I know I could learn a lot from you.

It's time £r¢ lunch now. The children, at least 7 of them are eating at the
playhouse today so we adults can have a relatively quiet meal. Gary's had an upset
stomach but he's going to try lunch, and enjoy the company anyway. It's just lovely
having lots of loved ones to enjoy a vacation with. And its fun to be able to share
it with you all by letter.

Our special love,
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