Dourados, Nove 9, ‘74

Dear Ones,

On the way back from Rio Verde, in all those long kilometers
of thinking, I decided it would be very nice to put the trip on
- paper. We have beeen hcme almost a week, and there have been few
spare moments, but even if I had time unlimited I find that the
week of festivities was so special and wonderful that it is hard
to write down. Then I thought maybe we could put it on tape and all
of our family -conmtribute - only-to-find that both-of our tape re- -
corders are out of order. So I will try, and hope the typewriter
can peck out what I can’'t even form in my mind:é

The festivities of the Gordon Parents 50th wedding anniversary
began in Rio Verde on the afternoon of Oct. 29th when the town met
them some 10 kilometers out of town. Gary and Uncle Carl had flown
from the States to Campinas, and drove with the Folks on the 2 day
trip Campinas ~ Ric Verde. Mid afternoon on the second day they be-
gan seeing some cars and people along the road. After passing a few
Gary suggested that they better stop at the next group, and sure
enough, these were all part of a reception commitee. Mother and Father

“were then taken to a shined up '29 Ford and were driven the remaining
miles into town with the mayor and other dignitaries, greeting people
on all sides from the open car. Behind them followed Gary and Uncle
Carl, and some fifty other cars making qulye a procession into and
around town. Rio Verde has changed so since the asphalt road was
finished, that Father saild later that he didn't recognize anything
until they drove by their own home: The parade stopped in the main
town sguare where there were spe@ches, flroworks, and much rejoicing.

UJN VU The mayor in his speahh said that he could not give the town to
A ?‘h:‘nr &Mrs. Gordon because it already bp1onﬁ9d to them. He could only

ﬁ%‘\xﬁ“' ‘welcome them home,
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* Now all of the above we only heard about, as we could only leave

Dourados on the 29th and it is a 2 day trip from here. We formed a

2 car convoy with the Doles, going as far as Rondonopolis the first

day. That was 13 hours of travel, made much easier by almost all

asphalt roads. The two cars got staeted tdking to eachother using
the deaf hand alphabet, and the hours just flew by. Even Dick who
drove the second car became quite good at it. To help on expenses

we stayed in an almost-clean rickety hotel whth a bathroom in the

yard. That morning before Rio Brilhante and asphalt we had gotten

stuck in the mud, so most of the 13 of us were pretty dirty. Around

- noon we had gone by a creefdk with pretty rocks and shady trees, so
had let the children play awhile. A couple of course fell in, and
were still damp when we stopped in the eveninge. So you can imagine
the audience we had as everyone went in and out of the shower stall
at thes hotel. About dark a stvem came up and all the lights went
out and we got soaked getting to supper. With an early start the
next day we got to RV by 3PM. All of the family was housed in the
Nursing Schodl, except the Folks who stayed with an adopted daughter
where they could get a little more rest. We were fed at the hospital
in a beautiful downstairs dinking room. On the lst just before the
thanksgiving service there were about 50 out of town guests for the
supper meal. Many fodd items were donated by town folk inchiding
turkey, beautiful roasts, and artistic qaladan 411 of the work of -

" carinz for us though was done by hospital staff, and they were so
loving'and graciouso One afternoon we did have a tour through the
hospital. Even very sick patients would 1lift up their heads an~
xious te soe Pather go by, We would trv to help him reach those
that aremed 4o want co 'ueh to touch hig hand, and weould smile and
talk a minute to as many =g we cculd. The hespital has 124 beds.
now( just double our Dourados one) and & full time doctors Only 3
are evangelicals, but much is atill being done to ncoclalm Christ.
Rach morning at 8 we 11 ftook nart in khn devotional. The voung
folk took quitar and sang, the middle generation took ann“ Jeading.
On the last day we cang Ln the rooms 00, Pediatrics iga the newest

~wing and JUut beautiful . Drawings and proetty colors everywhere, a
sunny porch for visiting. Even the ceilings had fun Tigurcs on them.
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When we arrived on Wed. afternocn Hope and family were already
there, and Dr. Carlos Patrfcio and family arrived just as we did.
Along with all the hugging and greetings we spent the rest of the
afternoon getting a stage program ready for the evening. Alan was
prompﬂy decignated master of ceremonies and both requests and offer
of talent flew wildly around until with half an hour to go hefinally
typed out a program and some order came out of the ¢aos. There was
a great deal of talent available, and M&F in whose honor the pro-
gram was presented were delighted by every number. It was held at
The club in town which held some 800 peovle, and has a nice stage
and passable piano. The alRdience reglly brought the house down when
M&F sang their old love song. They had put it on tape in Campinas

_because Mother felt she couldn't sing very well in public anymore.

When they got up on the stage thinking they were Jjust going to act
it out, Alan told them the tape could not be found. Mother froze for
a moment, but recuperated rizht away and with Alan's music helping
them they started off - and before they were half way through and
doing very well musically, the audience oould not contain their joy
and admiration and they finished singing to a standing ovation.

You couldn't heard them very well, but everyone's heart had heard.
So in a way that was one of our easiest programs. The love and fun
that flowed through the audience and varticipators made up for any
deficiencies in timing or content. It was quite late when we family
left the club after greeting so many old friends. Susan had long
been asleep on a table surrounded by chairs., Uncle Carl and his very
special photography talent had been at work all evening, including
the sleeping 1ittle/ one. Many had talked away in Port. to him and
he had smiled and talked back in Eng. The official photographer and
Uncle Carl had many long conversations, neither hble to understand
the others words, but still enjoying each other. Late that night
Uncle Carl started a RY tradition - ice cream treats. Anyone still
avake pilled into our Kombi and invaded a corner bakery that sold
ice oream. Soon a crowd would gather sround us, and news would fly
into the neighborhood that Dr. Cordon was there. Folk would .come to
shake his hand, or if they had mistook Uncle Carl for Father, they
would be content to shake our hands, and tell of some dear one that
Father saved.

Alae, weut o & 285 wedecal mealidy where Do Carlos f»%ve«ZLJ a4 case

Thursday morning Oct 31lst we were rreeted at breakfast with B Yhe
an invitation for the kids to go out to the swim club for the 2?7 &locii,
morning. The days there were all cristal clear, with blue skies PPES Gy

and perfect temperature. SO Gary volunteered to take the gang and
Alan and I made some calls, like to Tia Elsie. She felt toc weak

to go out to the festivities, so we found many other out of town
visitors in her home and we all had a grand hour together. Tia
Flsie delighted in ringing a bell and showing us all how her
seriemas sing when they hear the bell. It really was most interest-
ing.

Just before lunch had been set for family victures. We gathered
by the bambeoo hetween the old home and nurses home. None of us
could get over wondering at its 0 foot height and great mass,
since many remembered it had sprouted on its own from a bamboo rod
ctuck in the ground as supvort for a shelter during one of the

youns peopnles' partiles about 30 years ago. Alsoe near-by was the

Faithiul old windmill, no lencer used 1o pump water. I am sure the
neighbors all held their breath those days while grandchildren oficn
climbed to itg 40 ft. height. S0 you sec there was plenty of hide-
and-seek and climbing between picturce. A sad addition was an old
black womnn in racs who added liquor o her already confuwcd mind,
and who wanted to bo in ~11 the plctures with her beloved Dre

Cordon and Dona licleona. Ve took come wisth her, and then took turne
to keep her out of thems She would kneel and ack their

e, and was oo pityfule The crandechildren got a vivid picture
Al cohol can do. -
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After lunch we were all invited to a near=-by farm to enjoy
caju and mangas. There was a fun stream running ynder the trees
near the house, and the hostess herself had 17 small grandchildren
most of whom added to our joyful confusion. We left town in 4L
cars, having loaded our Kombi to the hilt, but safely so. Unfor-
tunately in the short drive we had to go through a state police

_check point, and he stopped us because he couldn't count .fast

enough sceing so many heads in our car. Alan in his jovial way
agreed with him that we hed too many people and explained that
there was no problem;-the three other cars could easily take.
however many he wanted us to put out. So severzl of cur pacsengers
valked down the road to the other cars that had pulled up, and

the c¢fficar was catisfied. What he didn't know was thet the cothor
cams worn more loaded than curse Out of sight we exchangg and
adjusted, and on the way home the 1little ones staid low. We really
did not hzve that many people - it just looked like a circus with
so many kides ‘

That evening was the special session at City Hall with all the
officials and special guests. Most of the Councilmen had been Mother's
students, and one elderly gentleman had met M&F when they were first
coming to RV and vividly remembers Alma swiﬁ?ng in her basket attach-
ed to the roof of the 0ld Ford. Several beau?®tiful and heart-warming
speeches were made, and M&F'reply was that any good they hdd dome
was in the name of Christ , and they urged all present to accept Him
as Lord and Saviour, and thus to meet them in heaven someday., All of
us were caught uo in the example of the Folks, and it was so easy and
natural to speak of Christ, give Him the praise for using the Gordon
family in such wonderful ways, and to liken the Jjoy of those days of
being with old friends and sharing so much with so many as a taste of
heaven. To me it was a bit of heaven. The town's generosity and love
provided a special gift to the grandchildren. In such a rare happening
the voung ones could see and feel the worth of a couple dedicated to
cGod, and how honors that would bring out pride in most of us simply
allowed them to proclaim Christ as Lord even more clearly.

After the official ceremony the band played and everyone clapped
as M&F were escorted out and we all adjourned to the club for a
reception. Most of the veople who filded the room and sat around at
emall tables were well dressed towns folk. Dotted among them, and
equally as welcome, were some of the very poor who loved M&F. All
our family was seated at a beautiful central table which at first
made me somewhat uncomfortable wondering what I was supposed to do
next. Tt wasn't long before I saw Father go over and sit with a
little old lady all alone at her table. She too probably wondered
what to do next in a strance place, but had put on the best she had,
and come to honor her beloved doctor. I watched as Father talked
haonily with her for a feow minutes, and then in turn with others,
as we all svread out to greet people and rejoice with each one. As
in mich of the public festivities we did not get mubh to cat or
drink, but what a blessing we racelved in personal relationshipss

T did forget to mention that on the first night of the program
there was a special sncaker representing the town, who used many

illustrations of happenings throurh the years, and then presentad

"4 murarige by presenting in person FPather's first patient, the first

L . -
"habyv" he delivered, the vatient Ifirst onverated, etc. It was really

a "this is your life" opromram.

Fridny wao the Ri~ Doy, the actual anniversary. Tt ccemed imvon=

a3l e Lhet thers conld he wmare navtics, more fun, and more old
fricnds areivine from cvorvighors - ot that's Just what koot on
nanhenine, Tho wollis sot un hefora S48 to cet over to the Hurain«
aehoan] o the hond could nliay dor all of un Lo wako upe Ast we lListen-
od e thom and vebeled, ony thonshito wont baek to the many bothow

Wad tereht fo nlav oen iastrusent, ond to the vears owhen the band
pcbor hnd stoorted Alan on olavinet. Tovadne Deddocman (vivelidie) hod




_after we arrived

, . b o
come to celebrate with us, and Mother introduced her to the band
and told them of her work in making the Bible available to the
Tndians. It was a beautiful way of speaking of Christ. After much
music some of our hostesses invited everyone down to the ping-pong
room where they had coffee and goodies all set out. Soon Alan had
his accordeon out and there was much laughter and singing, and
exchanging of instruments. Mother and Father were in top form. At
one point I suggested they get a nap before the big evening, but
they only smiled and saild they were feeling fine and having a
rreat -time. — T : - : : .

Soon after breakfast we had a tour of the Nursing School,
mhoy have a pretty nsw class-room milding where T found my 14
Pantand Teh, Un'e Taet mome of hie insidcz arnd a little paint off
hizm face, hut wos still vecosnirzeble as my Firet patien% - before
the real ones. The tour was freaquently interrupted by folks coming
to see Mother and Tather, many old timers with long tales and much
love, Soon it was time to gather at the swim club, not for the
water, but for rehearsal for the evening service. The largest
meeting room available was there, and 1t did hold over a thousand
guests that evening. The srandchildren and children, both Brazilian
and American, lined the aisle through which Gary brought Vother.
ALlan came in with Father and stood on the stage. Once the service
began the four children stood with M&F as witnesses. Marcia carried
the train, Susan and Mark the kneeling pillow, bright red velvet.
The younger generation was most patient while differing opinions
were vented at the rehearsal. Alan played his accordion to set the
mntrance march, and in the long pauses for planning among the co-
ordenators, he would liven up the music for the kids to dance arounds
It was more fun to watch than the Eoguet@% and the ease with which
the kids changed from serious to playful was beautiful. After an
hour or so we happily left, and a group pf ladies spent the rest of
the day decorating the place: What a present to our middle generation
to be free of such responsdbilitys ‘

Our next stop was the orphanage, which had requested a visit
from our family. They were Jjust getting ready for lunch, but did
not seem to mind at all and listened to our songs and to our words
sbout Christ. We were taken on a short tour of %the building, all
so0 clean and well organized. There were about 100 children there,
come who have been there over 10 years. Our happy gang were a little
more thoughtful looking as they left - mavbe considering what a
privilege it was to have srandnarents to honor?

After lunch we all had the special treat of visiting the old
homc. It has been divided intc two residences, and the larger front
part is rented out to a town doctor, nlaymate of Alans'. The young
parents living there were 50 very ~racious to ug all, insisting we
exnlore every nook, show the childran where Grandfather used to hide
valuables behind 2 vanel in the library, and even disnlaying the
clothes shoot which is the center of sc many family tales. The
house looks lovely, well cared for and frechly painted. In fact noat
of the town must have sopruced uv for the occasion as everything
1ooked so fresh. Even the white lines that border all the hospital
walks were clistenins, and some in the cardens were being finished

r The youns folk stayed on listening to records and

L
so snont a specizsl aftornoon in the old hemoes

Juat before sunret oz we walted in the hoepital y-rd for nunnor,
we hrecticcd un on the hiymn for tThe corvince ="wonderful ~race of
: . - . S . . - : .
Trd andc continued to arrive in oamnlloorounn - Heve Jonn,
A) A Cathy Bonnoney, Delmirs, o hlindg

Chalviwen Browns,

1ady whe cmwe 21l the o from

St her o rone

. . N ey n e N
A1 of v vuova dens deonoen for The ecrviee, T 80 we wero ol
ready and wnitineg ot the olvbh for the i te and orvom = and B

none of ue van halnine Pathor dyreo, o drLva N e e
S . . e R . “wte e H L . . H N N [ R
Al cure cnouth, vioiters Vool Moo cbhoem drom belnt giede bo
1T oneu’ 10 :
.
)
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get ready, and they were trying as hard to get to us as we were
trying to figure out how to get to them. The children all got
thirsty and we found one glass of water to pags around with

many "don't take too much:" When the club looked like it could

not hold one more verson, people kept arriving and going in,

With a last minute flurry %&F arrived., In a dressing room behind
the staze Alcita helped Mother into her original wedding dress,
complete with pearls, white shoes and stockings+ Alan had re-
corded the march earlier in the day using a good crgan in the new
catholic church. At last we all lined up and entered, and then

came lNother just as beautiful and happy as she must have been in
that dress 50 years ago. Severino led a meaningful service in

which we 2ll gave thanks to God for the couple being honored, and
as our Lord and Savious toc. When it came time to exchange the

vows Severino asked Father, "Have you kept your promises to this
woman?" and then enumerated each one. I remeber FPather's smile, and
I suppose he said yes, but I can't remember his words. Then Severino
asked the four children, "Are you witnesses to the fact that your
father Xept his promises?" and they all added, "yes". Then to Mother
he asked if she would renew her vows for the rest of their days,
and she said, "Yes siri" After a prayer and blessing during which
they kneeled, chairs were brought for them and Severino spoke so
eloquently of the love of God. At the end of his words the girls
and I sang Aleluia, and the four children sang a quartet¥e.

Mother & TFather then left for Mother to change into her gold

‘dress that Helen had made for the occasion, and both the church

choir and our family presented several music numbers. When M&F

came back they led us into the reception where there were 2 enormous
and heantiful cakes that had taken a week to make. One had some

200 eggs in it I think. Unfortunately we had not planned well how

to control the great number of people, and theoy just engulfed the
Tolks and cake, ond fer a few mirvter I owow ~ e gemeony would
get hurts 411 of the family fanned out ing *to orres” ouloo
grouns, and in about hzlf an hour there wasg more order in the room.
T »raspygtand that almost 3 thoumand drinks were served, and we
¥now thave woroe hundreds of kinds of candles sent from almost every
nome in town, as thoey kept arriving all those days at the Nursing
gchool. It waszs good that we g
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0ot a bite or two ahead, and someone
had .thouzhtfully prevared a box for each family unit, even in-
cluding Gary. As the evening got late we were concerned for I'&M and
took chairs to them, but they said they were not tired, and kept
right on greeting until the lact suest had gone. Joao gathered up
the kids and ‘toock them home, and some of us took M&I* home. Our eyes
were closing and our feet hurt, but MN&F were as alive -and bubbly
as if they had been 20. It was special to thank God together for
such a happy day and then to bid them good-night.

o' i

gat. we caw Hope and family off in the morning, and then all
went to a barbecuc at a near-by farm. Again it seemed like the varty
would nover end. Real life just couldn't be that much fune
Tn the eveninz Alan led a youth Bible study and program, and in the
odd moments we managed to pack for the lonz triv home. Becausc of
hosoital dutics here we had to leave carly Sunday morning. kother

~and Father came over to the hsopital to tell us good-by, MNother so

Apelty in oinl with a anowy white sawl. And oo woteft the brids
and ~room with such havpy facez, still to roecelve several surovrises
that dny an a tribate Trom the V0T, and the orezentation of an
Album talen durins all the festivities and civen Lo them by the

doctara ot the hoapital. Qur trin home wao fun and aafle, with o

ronl vesgful oten in C Cvandos Tor Ton and choroine, 5 %
o ]y ShoAin v vio cberoaed ond ol ortinAary wortd
nto b B { jor fod hnooin otore for untin henven.

o with mueh love o,

1L
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