By Besh PE )
W August 2k, 1984
Dear Gordon Fans,

Hello again from our bustling cottage at Bethany Beach. Although it may
have been said in the past, it's still a shame that all of you couldn't have
joined us for this reunion. Each day reminds us that oub time together is not
perpetual as one of us packed up and said goodbye on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Nevertheless, the meals and the games and the beach trips and the
times of sharing together carry on. The people come and go but the Gordon tradi=-
tions and the Love of Christ never cease.

Tuesday morning we all sat down and watched the second of our rented videos,
"The Great Train Robbery," the suspenseful story of how a few men robbed the gofid
paid to the British tropps during England's Crimean War. Ai‘terﬁards, Sonia
picked charades as her choice of her last game before she drove her car towards
Dallas starting that afternoon. For lunch, we enjoyed a Chinese restamrant in
nearby Rehoboth Beache We then picked up Sonia's and Joy's cars that had been
in garages getting ready for long trips to come, After a lazy afternoon at the
beach, we let Joy pick the evening game since her trip would begin the next day.
She chose Trivial Pursuits and the team of Gary, Sheri and Carol won,

The next, Joy surprised us by leaving before most of us had woken up while
Sandra and Be brought Sandra's Finnish friend, Heli, from the Wilmington
Train Station. Sheri, Sandra and Heli wasted no time in laying out at the pool
for tanning purposes. Meanwhile, Alan and I went shopping for the whole bunch
at the fresh market and the grocery store. Almost everyone ended up at the beach
that afternoon, where Davi, Simone, Alan, Donald and I, equipped with shovel,
tuckefit and raw manpower, molded a 3 ft. high sandcastle out of the sfagd, com-
plete with moat and outer wall. Using her ingemuity, Sandra made a stick=-and-
paper flag that read "Gordon Castle." Being so appropriate, Doris insisted on a
photo of it with everybody behind it. That night, Alan led devotions (prayers)
by neming the promises God makes in the Bible that apply to us today. Everyone
shared their own experiences as well, including tales of the older generation
which the younger generation just love to hear! We closed the day with a hearty
round of cancellation hearts (see last letter for explanation of this game).

The cottage was relatively quiet on Thursday. Alan, Sandra and I drove Heli
back to MWilmingtdn while Donald, Tim and Davi tried their hand at deep sea fish-
ing. They took advantage of one of these commercial boat trips that takes hopeful
fishermen into the Delaware Bay for a fee. According to their story, Donald
caught three, Tim caught four, and Davi caught two., More likely, they fell out of
the boat, had to be rescued, found a seafood place on the way back, and dished out
some bucks to buy some fish and save their pride. Whatever the case, they brought
two trout and many flounder, which the fathers (all three of them) scaled and
cleaneds Donald malle some down-to-earth whole wheat bread to top off a tasty
fish dinner. Afterwards, Carol introduced the latest family entertainment game
called Freeze Skits: two people start acting out a spontaneous skit; anyone in
the audience can yell "freezel" and take the place of one of the characters to
change the nature of the skit completely. It's hard to keep it going, but while
it lasts, it's a barrel of laughse.

We're all sorry Simone had to spend 4 or 5 days enduring the pain of stopped=-
up ears when she had intended to enjoy her vacation. She's much better now. Those
same days have been enriched, however, by Sheri, Sandra's friend from college, who
seems to bring out the best in everyone. She has also Badé verb made us more
aware of how special our family really is.

We hope yourecenjoying these letters as much as we're enjoying the reunion.

Your relative, '

FIT
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August 20, 1984
Déz.

Friday Dav{ and I (Gary) drove back home to get him registered at Montgomery
College. The counselor had the resfults of his English tests. We told him we were
interested in Ex amf English course; he said that's fine, that!s exactly what he
needs. So hels enrolled as a full time E student, with English reading, English
listening, English grammar, and spoken English. Classes start the 27th. In the after-
noon Davi took his final driving test - road test, and passed with a perfect score!
He received his license on the spot, complete with photo. I thought we had a lot
of walting in line, but Davi thought it was arzingly efficient.

Saturday morning Dohald, Sandra, and Sheri (her friend) left our home at 4 AM
for the beache Davi and I took a more leisurely departure at 7 AM, and had an
extra hour of traffic delay on the Bay bridge. In the morning the group played
Nutzi (a fast form of Flinch with cards). Later they played volleybol.

Saturday lunch was at Warrens, a family restaurant at Fenwick Island with good
food and reasonable prices. This was delayed slightly until the arrival of Andrew,
Susan's friend, at the Bethany Beach bus stop. At this time our party consisted
of: Alan and Alma Gordon, Sylvia and Woody, Sonia, Sandra and Sheri, Simone, Joy,
Susan and Andrew, Gary and Doris Gordon, Donald, Alan, Norman, Carol, Davi Silva,
Tim Dole, and Graddfather (20). The day wes enlivened by a game of all-day mirder,
although the game is now called "witness". Joy committed the murder (conversion)
as everybody was milling around entering the restaurant - which makes it practically
impossible to identify the murderer (evangelist).

Tn the afternoon some took advantage of the Bethany West swimming pool and
community center that is easy walking distance from here. Some of the more active
ones played soccer in the field next to the pool. There was also extensive prepa-
rations for supper at the beach, with individual orders for sandwiches chosen and
made up. The two sandwiches for each person was put into a separate plastic bag
and marked. We also had a potato salad and watermelon. The beach in the late
afernoon is lovely am@t as the light fades and things quiet down as people depart.
Meny of the group walked over to the center of the Bethany boardwalk and heard a
concert by an Axmy Band.

Sunday was a full day, starting with half a dozen young people going to the
beach at 6 AM to see the sunrise. The day was overcast, so there wasn't much sun
tox see, but the beach was nice and we sang some songs about morning. Next item
was the departure of Sylvia, Woody, Susan, and Andréw. Susan got a plane from
Washington DC to Boston, where she is starting at Gordon College, and the other
three were driving to North Carolina.

We attended the Roxana Wesleyan Methodist church, and contributed to the
msic with a prepared group rendition of "To God Be the Glory." When we xz walked
into the church Uncle Alan was asked if we also had an instrumental number for
the offertory. Ssxk He answered yes. So he and Norman played a x trombone-accordion
duet without any rehearsal. The Sunday School lesson was challenging, since the
teacher departed from the usual lesson to speak freely about some of the problems
in the church. He was talking about the Roxana church, tut I believe his remarks
applies to many other churches. After the rather stremmous morning, there were
a large number of afterncon naps and relaxation.

Sunday evening some of us went for a walk on the beach. Then many played
neancellation hearts", a good game for many playerse Tt's like hearts, but played
with two decks; two identical cards cancel, so if two aces of a suit are played,
the next highest card wins the trick; Sheri won. Grandfather, Doris, and Joy
finished a "Gazebo" picture puzile, while many of us made msice

Monday was a quiet daye In the morning there was meah planning, food shop-
ping, washing of clobhes and linens, letter writing, etc. In the afternoon there
was swimming pool, the beach, and a ping-pong tournament; there were 9 in the
tournament, and I was surprised when I won. Uncle Alan has bought a VCR, and
everyone watched "War Games" in the evening; I'm sure Untke Dick would approve.

More later, \%(L o
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Thurs., August 16, 1984

Dear Family,
It's a 1little overwhelming with so many people here at the
Gordon Reunion and so many comings and goings that it's often
Bard to keep track of everyone. But on the other hand, it's
gheat to have all the cousins, and relatives together after
being apart for so long,
Tuesday marning, the Daugherty's and Uncle Chmck left this
morning at 7:15 a.ms to go to Charleston. Several people were
up to see them off,Later on,after breakfast, Tim, Susan and I
spent some time in our cottage listening to tapes, looking at photos and
writing letterses Also Susan helped me write down some portuguese songs I had
learned in Brazil. Mom spent the morning drawing andther cottage surrounded
treess Susan, Tim and I were quite impressed. After lunch, Sonia, Davi, T
and I went out shopping for groceriess Davi had a good time leaming new food
words and Tim had fun zooming the grocery cart up and down the aisles.
Dinner essentially consisted of Hearty Cheddar Chowder. The cook remarked,
"if you're wondering where the rest of the food is, it's all in the soup."
After dimner, everyone gatéhered in the living room of the main cottage for some
bymn singing, We made due without a piano with Mom on the guitar. Uncle Alan
took over when the hymns got difficult. Then Norman brought out his trombone and
played a good base line. It sure is nice to have soﬁmch talent around being used.
#hat evening, we all got settled on sofas, chairs, pillows and floors to watch
on video the musical "The Pirates of Penzance', The music and words were write
ten by Gilbert and Sullivan, so you can imagine what the songs were like. It was
about 2 hours long and extremely humorous. Popcorn was served at intermission, too.
Although the movie was in English Davi enjoyed it as much as we all did.
On Wednesday (yesterday), Mom, Dad, Grandfather, Simone, Davi, Alan, Aunt
and I drove to the beach in the morning. This time we had two umbrellas
==gob=8, hew one and the old one that we couldn't bear to throw ayay)s The
WaVes were great and with 2 rafts we had some great fun! But we had to continu-
ously watch for oncoming waves because "when you least expect it, a wave will
come up to you and say, 'Hey buddy, you're in my wayl!'". I was surprised but
happy when Grandfather came out to join us swimmers. He seemed to really enjoy
being out in the ocean. 87 years old and still going strong! Mom sat on the
beach and drew a charcoal drawing (a pair of shoes) and Davi and I stayed in
the water for a while longer. Then Mom offered sketch paper for anyone to draw
on, but I was rather wet and sticky from the salt water so I settled for drawing
in the sande I mamaged to draw a couple of seashells before the waves came up
and erased them, but it wasn't quite the same as finding real seashells (this
beach doesn't seem to have any at the moment), As soon as we arrived back at the
main cottage, we spotted Joy's yellow car in the driveway. Another Gordon ad-
dition had just arrived. Joy came out and we greeted her with hugs and "hellos"
and "long-time-no=see!s." v
After lunch Dad, Tim, and Davi went sailing (Davi's first time). It turmed
out though that the boat they rented had a small hole in the bottom. So they
only sailed for half an hour instead of the usual hour, but they only had to pay
half the price. Dagt said he thought they got just as much enjoyment out of it in
the half hour than if they had gone the full hour. St it was well worth it!
Later on, Joy, Norman, U. Alan and I watched the video "Sergeant York", while
Alan enjoyed a nice long 2-hour talk with Grandfather all about his missi.onary
work in Brazil. This evening, we all played charades. Davi pleaded with us to
not give him a charage to do, tut by translating the charade and giving him ene
couragement, we finally persuaded him. It looked to me like he knew exactly
what he was doing.
Webd, it looks like we're going to play volleyball now, so I guess Et1l
sign off and let the next famiky letter writer contimue from here. C / ‘
Ard




My five wonbhs in Spain were Dull of muny wonderful experionces. Turing ry
last few wecks there; I wowmed the fact that I wuld hove to leave the countey
I had leamed to bo a part of, lHeverthcless, one thousht kept my mind retwodng
to my native home: 20 members of the Cordon clan s11 in one place.

Of course, the exacl mumber has Mpd will vary a grezt desl. Vhen I arrived
last Yednesday, thare were 9 of us: the Daugherty semdors, /lan and Alme, Gary
and Dords, Grandfather, Davi and myself. Mot for lomg! Saturdyy brought two
girls in from the Salisbury sirport, Sussn in the moming and “onfa in the
eftemmoon, and Chuck Daugherty +Ath YMis van from charleston, /Alan, Carol and Tim

expected thot pight ut due to esr trouble at 400 Center it they decided
to come Sunday worming. On Monday, Say Nichols, Dovis's brother, and his daughw
ter, Idss, spent the day +ith ue while Sylvie ard vioody picked up Simene in Fiche
mond and drove up to the cottsge midemorning., /Any normsl femily reunion would
stop there, btut not ourst Joy srrives this Thiyedays Donald and ‘andre sheuld both
be here by Saturdsy nights Joy's boyfriend decided mot 4o come, so Susan couldn't
resist bednging hers, /indrev, who ie erpected to spend this weekend wdth us,

Le soon ss the crowd doubled in sdze, Alme Mpd Gary begon turrdng out their
usnal wallefull of household lists and signeup sheets: slote for cook, sssistant
cook, 7 clesneup people for each meal, dyivers, devotdons lesders, laundry vorkers,
ard, of course, letter wrdterss Ansther sheet provides the opportunity for esch
pérson to name one gpecial recuest, smong wdeh sre an ALl Portuguese and A1l
French Day (spesk as mich of thet language sv possible). COthers hove suggostoed
rolleresicating and renting howe video movies (Uncle Alan brgght Mis new VOR).

A1l of us were somewhat disappointed that /BC cheose to shov boging instead of
the UuSemBrazil volleyball match Caturdoy night, cspecdally with the derregrtory
comments againet the Brazilian tesn by the U.o. tesn coptain after the gemes On
the other hand, we enjoyed watching the mon Prom Portugal wAn the marathon (bet
you gtill don't know the Porturusae nationsl anthen), Orandfather cutlssted us 211
by being the only one to watch the closing ceremotdes wntil the very end.

Sunday morming everyone got into 2 cars and we treveled 15 minutes to the Foxe
ana Vesleyan Church, the church wo sdopted % years spe durding the reunion st nearby
Fenulek Island, e decided not to spend the usual half hour Mgardng out who went
% wiidch Swxday schooli we gll went $o the adult class. After a 40 mlmute study
of the 3st chapler of iphesians, we enfoyed » standard Sunday mowming worship sere
vios. This church remindsz me of the song the glals 1ike %o sing shout the "iittle
country chureh” thet Just wants to ¥pralse the lord®, flerards, ss wee halfe
expected, the cholr director invited us to perform that night ot the vesper sere
vice as well as this next Sundsy., After clurch, we ste lunch at larren's Jeste
surants In the aftemoon, many of us went to the besch while Gary, iAlam Sr. and
Chuck went sedling on the bay, Those who voluntosred to sing thet might pathred st
g;gemm:m e sang "ItIs well vith My Socul® and Uncle Alan sccompanied me

W%‘MMMWMWMMWW The water is
"hot* or "relstdvely warm" depending on where you come from. This partioular afe
ternoon, the saves resched some greatl hedghtse 7o the kids vho dared to stand up
against their turbulent power, they knocked us do th no meray. The lifeguards
had €0 caryy sway one man on a stretcher who was pounded by these savege seas.

In oxder to relax from the doy's activities (or wes it beomuse the cooks hadn't
prepared s dessert?) we followed voody’s suggestion snd went to » "iake your own
Sundae®” place nearby o fi up on %o scoops of n selected dce cream flavor wWith
any topping you could thiniof. The game for the evemdng was one which is rpddly
groving in popularity with the Gordon farily: Teivial Pursuits. ‘abh tesm has to
answer trivia questdons of o given entepory in order to mowe slong » boamd wdth dice.
Last right's wimners were woody, Uary, Mrs. Deugherty and #ilma. A

 Although sny other news avound here is definitely not fwivial, I'El sign off now.
With love, your cousin, nephew, grandson, brother or whatever, Aot
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Here we are at z fine house at the beach,- well,~ almostat the beach.
Tq be/ bruthful it is 3/k of a mile from the beach; however with two cars, Gary's

d slan's, transportation presentsno problem. /

At first there were six of us,Cary =ndHerie, Alan and his Alma, Milton and
larrie Daugherty, and Davi Silva and myself. My mathematics seems to be wrong;
G-= arrived two days or so alter the others cited got heras,- so
now we mge e¢lght. o, one more corrsction, Forman came back with Gary and Davi
when those two went 1o Washington two days ago in order for Davi to take a foure
aour examinstion so that Montgemery Collage counld know where to place him in the
inglish c¢lasses,- those for second language students, Davi also took the written
part of the driveré license and passed. HNow he has only to take the road test,~
they could have donme that alsc on the same day but rsn out of time.

Horman is Jmust back from Spain, where he ha<§ five months, and in the later part
he wos On his own, teaching nglish in a toys” camp. He has told ue spme of his
impressions wt I went to hear mege.

The house here is very zdequates in faet, with aircondioning, slectric stove,
a refrigerator, Toaster, electric dish-washer, garbage disposal 4 bederooms and
tw0 batherooms,~ yes and a large living room with fireplee (latder not used) with
an zleove for a dining room, =1l thid adds up to something far from roughing it.

For the last two weeke thers is a second house remted,- and coffinciding with
that _tomorrow there are six psople sxpected to arrive, mamely, from Alan§ and
Alxas femily,Sonia and Susan; A4 caryfe ond Dorisé family, Alan and Carol
(Carol has had a week in a church sponsored work vacation); then from Dické and
Almaf fawdly, Tims and, also, Chuck Daugherty.

sinee the Clympics are these days, Gary brought from his home a T~V apparatus
mdm&wm&w@gmﬁt&ﬂeﬁsaﬁg&rﬁh%w&t&mg
events whers either Braxil or the U.S.A. was involved. I don®t wateh the boxing,-
somehow & "sport" in which the object of the contestants is %o inmjure the other
fellow reminds me to mich of the days of the wRoman gladiators who risked death
to "please” the watchers.

And, as alwey¥, when the Cordons get together, there have been many games
P play;d. with ; plethora of chess players, Uary and ilan are the best ut
lormen,Devi. and T algo enjoy the game. However, chesss does not hold a monopoly,
ahd Uno, Rook, ProWE;7ahd I enjoyed two games of Brasilian checkers (ineident-
ally, I think thet £t ic better then Americen checkers) and there are other
games zround that are yet to be played.

We have had devotions with lots of singing with accom paniment of guitars
(Alan and Dorie). :

e
aking of Gemes I forgot to tell about the game of "Jctinary thet we had
las’:lin mﬁt. The first wzﬁrgg:aen wme DeMirocardia; Mgamy and T had to disqualify
because we knew the meanding. The next word wes Crisetts, o French working girl
or salesgirl. Davl wom that one whon he fooled four people by cofipying the definition
of a another woxd that he found in & dictionary, and thus hed four pofmtaf. e
LRAANT

Syivia and voody, and also Simone dll be arriving on the 13th. Chuck leaves on
the iﬁ&.. Joy amé a boy friend arrive on the 16ih; the Loy friend steys only
four days, tut Joy stayc on longer. Them Donald and Sendra arrive on the 18th.
So you see there is smeh coming and going,- tut a wonderful chance to see dear
folks who are at other times scgttered over mach tervitery.

one re tismtwﬂﬂmismtwllemghtobeherewﬂenjoythn
wﬁa - nf;:ﬂcm. and we thank Oarey and Domis for making it possible. P&




