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December 17, 1990
Hi everyone,

We are looking forward to the Christmas gift of your
PRESENCE in a few days. Just a few thoughts:

There will be quite a few here. You do not have to get
a gift for each individual. Give not because you must, but because
you may. And please don't keep track of who did, and who did not
give you something. It's more important to make sure that everyone
has a good time.

According to our present information, Donald arrives on
the 20th. Norman and Carol arrive on Friday the 21st. That is
Simone's birthday, so we are planning a get-together dinner that
evening. Donald and Carol leave Dec 31, and Norman leaves the next
day. So you three are well coordinated this year. We don't have
definite dates for Alan and Faby, but we hope they can make it.

Davi is coming here a few days before leaving for Brazil.
J6, Susie, Tim, and Joy will have their jobs, but we hope will join
us now and then. Susie has to work Christmas Eve, and Tim is
trying to get out of working Christmas Eve.

Sunday evening, Dec 23 the New Hope choir will be
carolling at Montgomery General Hospital, and Washington Grove also
has carolling. GPC now has three Sunday services, at 8:15, 9:45,
and 11:15. I think Norman may get an invitation to speak on
College Sunday, the 30th, but I'm not sure. GPC Christmas eve
services will be 4, 7, 9, and 11 PM as usual; I don't know of any
family commitments, but the bells play at the 7 PM service. As
before, Christmas International has their trips to DC on 21, 26,
and 28, and Eleanor Munch is always glad to have Gordons along.
And I'll be glad to go canoeing if anyone's interested.

Amid all the festivities, there will be kitchen work.
Mother will appreciate any help, so please think in terms of doing
a complete meal, -- or two.

Have a merry Christmas,



Frad bimoore, Maryland, Jamuary 18, 1990
Demay Family,
Over twofthirvds of those who participated in Grandmother and

» 21 Bio Verde Filftieth Wedding dnniversary wer e F@“aﬁﬁﬁmbled
: 27 for oa grand Goodon reunion dn Aund and :
home.  This might have been the largest such mvenL bjﬁCE
Imany event, ¢ wes & blasd’ (For you Southernervs, that means "plenty
of good downvight fun'y Californians, "wefre talking cosmic party-——to
the max'y Brazm Jljdnb" Trara. .. foloo malor barato!; oand for the Cosby
fans among ws, "it was a happenin’® place to be.")

It a full house.  Aunt Alma and £ were the proud
grandparents of a little bundle of joy Byl C brought o up with bher,
someons & few of wus still hadn't met:s Plittle Alan® Woodall Cdudoging
by the cy bhe "little" should drop of f oscon enoughd. No, soé
Woody Allen; Alan Woodall., Please let's keep that straight. Sonda
al had someone to introduce to the family Steve Debtweiler, VEry
T 1y ian and fellow-Wycliffer she m@t this P July
i i ard to whom she ds now engaged.  Sopsbody
paying too much attention to the firecrackers this year....

Fefusing to kow-tow to their potential Tokyo tutoring demands over
the holidayvs, SBandra and : the two folobe-trotting” sisters,
travelled m“@r frmm Japan for the (promounce with a French accent)
rednion de Famile, "wise women from the East, bearing gifts" (gquobed
from & Teminist ern«lat1nn1 G 2y with & Tew sandwiches in her
Tunchbo, managed to sneak of f school grounds during and, like
a FPeter Fan in real life, took a Jorng airv flight to Nowth America which
saemed o Mever Never Land. iy pl]% infimitive, " yvou olaim® &b v
but I claim "postic license. Im spite of the P”’dMﬂFP apeci fications
of her Job schedule in Jlrglmlay Joy programmed out her week
e able to log-in to the fun up in Maryland., It was a real happiness
to have her there. (1 wars going o say it was & real..., but, of
L E Ddon?t want to risk sounding corny, 1 you know what I mean. )

I s connected up from "Silicon Valley”, California. Lo ke
fv oy to be a key copporent in the all-around fun las
iy a vaal "obip off the... ). The two seminarian bhrethren in
The family, and Mormarn, bobh made theirv jownevs homeward to be
Ghis srnabled strenghthen those @ ial ti and relationships that

aw ws all btogether aﬁd bYFHtHF some meaning into owy hurrvied, day-toe
and i 3 & little et hing of k Lhwy’w“
with those G ¥
warm anc fri 1y £
LﬁuLh. yva know. Clmagine!
s far by A5 Mezw ﬁrlfh & !
last wish in
i family, CEMUs,
by ey ;d by bimes was
LA w =38 : R s o f 1 saicd at bhe
Time.  HEill, when at work bthe struck the howr, every evening bar
nore, she would escape out the front door and hop on bhome.
@iy e sstava speaking bem the lingua English na gathering
Py falar muaoh oo - atter iniciar his eshud Timgud s A W
Ll ] : thgomery este monbh. As bthey s by msans of wmrmuraqnnmnt
here in the States, Jo, "Continue-o para cima, hQC"“HDHP'"
CTranslating fquhfully from tThe original s
LY S L the "nmao e
bicicleta. " sl o Dlowd Nine, ; e was
marely spending a : Chridstmas vacation with Sharvon and her
family. Likely...? -I1%d buy the bike before buying that story.
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! arme PMag twho have perforce made similar choices in past
yearsl drove down together from the Senior Winstons® residence in New
Jersey on the 2Eth.  Agreeing on a work-study partnerskhip this firset
year of marviage, Marcia studied and Stan worked this past Fall, and
this Spring they're switching roles.  Additionally, Stan and Marcia
plan on a joint move para o Brasil this coming summer/inverno, the
former to teackh mathematics at PACA, the latter to secure a job using
her degree in Economics. Seems clear that when it comes to human
relaticnships, one plus one doesn’t always équal two after all, hukh?

Tim Cyowr QOO correspondent vreporting @live from Baltimore), when
the news Gogthe ("IZZ-name pick-up, " anyone?) to his sars that the
Gowrdon Tamily was being convened, immediately thought to himself, "This
is no run-of-the-Mill family gathering, and the %6 bus fare I can for
sure MHandsl. What a Steele! I Hant believe it!-—a whole New-ton of
cousing and relatives only & Bwift howr away!"  So, after calm,
vational deliberation with himself in thie slow, reasoned manner, he
fimally arrived at the realization that his former plans were now, in
good, plain English, Mistory (good-bye Mathematics and Computers), and
made the Jjouwrney fTaster than you could Shake—a-spear. Guite Franklin,
the truth is fthat no Locke or Eey cowld have held him Bach.

It took him & Dickens of & time, though, getting down to D.O. on
the bus, and he later admitted, "I'11 be guite Candide with you, I°%d
take the Twain, but it’s wather sxpensive." In the end, though, Tim
did arvived, and gobt to Pope in and swrprise everyvone like he Donne
come out of Hayvdn. Norman bad gone out to Carvall with friends around
the Frost-covered town, but most everyone else was there, around the
livimg rvoom and kitchen area ov in the dining voom, laughing, opsning
presents, ftalking, playving games, joking, and enjoying the company of
of the few people we cousins have known since owr ochildhoods and
=111l have managed to kesp up with in a meaningful sense aover the
years, despite owr families® rather nomadic settlement patterns.

When asked if it had besen worth the long trip to come to the
Govdon reunion, one cousin replied, "To Thoreau away & chance like this
o be togebther as & family would be unthinkable!"  awnen’ (That®s
HMabrew for either, "You said it, bro®!" or, "Vou better believe it,
gig’ " or, "Aintt that the truth!"——depending, of course, on the
particular school of metalinguistic thought one follows regarding the
familiar guestion of the delicate interrelationship of anthropological,

R T

LY D SR eIy
gk ol d g
Frisbtorio

v

on the one hand, and, on the other, on onefs

Theory concerning bk tual s Lficancs of determining the
by aukhentic interpretive framework by which bto ascertain the
communi cative connotations of each phonemic unit, especially in light
of well-documented discrete variations in the subtle pronunciation of
the ancient Hamo-Semitic tomnal guttural sound. ..o was that the labial
fricative?®, .. one of those...I7m gquite certain, 1if I'm not mistaken.)

For the record, the OO0 (Council of Concerned Cousins) voted
uranimously bo continues supporting and encowraging these Gordon Family
Feunions., The following is & brief selection from the rather lengthy
s@ssion minutes:  "Hesolved, that the great times we've had together in
past reunions shall not have failed to teach us theirv importance; that
this organization, under God, shall have a new birth of Cousin supports
and that rveunionsg of the Cousins, by the Cousins, for the Cousins,
shall not perish from owr collective memory. "

Gordon Reunion Winter 8%, This is OO0 corvespondent Tim Dole
raporting &live from Baltimore City in Maryvland in the U.8. of &. I
suspect you may not have gotten your Wordsworth, but 1 hope the
reading®s besn at least somewhat enjoyable.)
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cal, and cultural realities within the larger context of 0 .



