SRORY OF THE GORDON FAMILY
Briefly told ty
Albert S. Gordon

My Great Great Grandfather David Gordon is the first of By an-
e;tors in the Gordon line of whom I have any knowledge. @upmwmﬁ
‘was living in the Parish of Stricathrou near Brechin in Forfar-
ire or Angushlre in thn-year 1?2§_accord1ng to the record of the

. amily- ‘His wife was Margaret(Mapgret) Kerr, daughter of Adam Kerr
of Galashiels ‘in the Tweed valley. s
» Ofﬁiichlldren a daughter Mary married one John Graham anc re-
‘moved to Brookfiehd in Upper Canada(Ontario). A son Andrew removed

to Edinboro and became a well-to-do Merchant there, ard my Great &r
~ Grandfather David Gordon. :

The latter removed to Glasgow and married Margret Tait, daughter
" of James Tait, 2 blacksmith of the Parish of Colton., OCn the Tait
side we are related to Archbishop Tait remotely, my grandfather
speakirg of him as a relative and not as a cousin. He did recall
. - "his two‘unclqé whdﬁere Congregational clergymen ancd graduates of
~  the University of Glaszow and spoke of them as"grand preachers”.
. My Great Grandfather also was of the Parish of Colton, Here he
s - reared a family of .eight children including four scns, David and
A James named after their grandfathers, and William and Anarew. of i
7 these sons all but David, who died in early manhood, came to America.
,MwGrandfather. William Gordon, was born in the Parish of Colton

in the year 1813, in January of that year. In 1835 he married Jean
Bauchop of Polleckshaws (or Pollackshiels) born in 1815. Of tne
Bauchop Family I simply know my Grandmother's parents were natives
of Buohlyvie, Sterlingshire, and after their marriage they removed
_ to Glasgow. Beside my grandmother they had one other daughter and
two sons Thomas and George , thepatter being my father's namesake.
~ After h;s marriage my Grandfather Gordon continued to live in
Glasgow until thecyear 1844, Hereivwere born his daughters Eliza-
beth and Margaret and his sons David, William who died in infancy,

- and Andrew,Here he practised the calling of cottage weaver.




.

In that year he came to America.Talkin
- he said he took the advice of his doct
good and the doctor thought a change o
thing. His Uncle Andrew offered him a farMﬁn Missouri but as he
kne%nothing about farming he was not interested . At any rate his

‘ heart was in the move; he found in America a land of opportunity
.. and'freedom,

g about it in later Yyears
or. His health had not been
f climate would be a good

And solin the summer of 1844 he left Glasgow with wife and child-
ren and sailed on a ship for New York.I

buffeted by head winds. On some days, after tacking back and forth
they had sailed miles, but were no nearer New York. It took them six
weeks to make the passage. And no doubt ,even though there was no
statue -of liberty or committee from city hall there to welcome them,
they:were doubtless very glad to come ashore.

Thpy first went to live in Paterson, N.J. Here Grandpa's brother Andrw
Had been living. They stayed only a few months hefe. moving to
'~~~ ‘Auburn,N. Y. They were accompanied thither, or later joined by,
Grandpa'’s brother and his family, his wife and two sons , David
and Francis. They stayéd here between three and four years ; long
.- enough -for my father and Aunt Jen to arrive, and for Uncle Andrew
2.~ . to lose his wife and son Francis,
L ; .'é?Sometime in 1848 Grandpa had a letter from his cousin; The son of
T " his:UYncle of Edinborp. The Rev. Péter Gordon , minister of the Uni-
*35;tf?fédf2resbyterian of Thompsonville, Connecticut.In this letter he
f‘tdld;ofwthe Seotch colony in that town and suggested to my grand-
sz . -father . that he come on and look the town ovér, This invitation was
e accepted.apnd as a result Grandpa found employment in the carpet mill
,'Jw'} fhere; ¥ ' ' 1
" “_ Hither Grandma and the children an&—the—chitdaren, Their lares ang
/. _Penates, their baggage and impedimenta, followed, over the Erie Canzal
b -to Albany-and fhence by railroad to Thompsonville, Where they set up
tﬂbﬁsekeeping in a cottage on North Road. I am not sure just how
large :this cottage was But I know they spoke in jest when in later
| - years they said as there were only six children it was possibFa for
 them to'care for two boarders, the boarders being Grandpa's wid-
owed brother Andrew and youne son, David G. Gordon,
Next door to them here they had for neignbors an English fanlS
bv tihe name ¢° Epidge who had removed from the villase of Wilten

. ival
Regis in tre County of Kent, Orfa day soon after. her arrive

t was a long trip; they were




{Erandma Gordon looked out of her windaw and saw her children bat-
- tling with the children next door so she hastened out to still the
s ’ strife (no doubt the Bridges were getting the worst of it ) and met
the mother of the Bridges coming to the rescue of her own. Thus
~ and no otherwise did these two good women meet. Probably it did not
;;:;qccur tc them that by the time.their-ﬁreat,.Great Grandchildren had
‘arrived, nearly half of Grandma GordQn's descenderts and more than
++ -three fourths of Grandma Bridges could claim them both as ancestors.
~ Soon after their arrlval in Thompsonville the question of Infant
~1!t"Bapt:Lsm be ¢ _came an issue of vital importance between William Gordon
- and his cousin the Rev. Peter, William having the position that it
was not necessary, he was told that he was flaunting the Westmin-
ster Confessﬂ@n of Faith, anc that he could not be received into the
United Presbyﬁerian Church until he recanted from his position. So
he asked where shall I go then? and was told perhaps the Methodists
will take you in. So Grandpa went around to the Methodist Church,
liked it and became a regular attendant, taking his sons with him,
. Grandma and her daughters, however, attended the Presbyterian Church.
#=1 suspect this controversy grew out of the fact that my father had
=otis - not yet been baptised. At any rate he was baptised, and was old
;ifiJ ‘enough to remember clearly incidents of the occasion, sometime after
‘their arrival in Thompsonville. : ‘
* The twins, ’ﬂary Anderson and Peter Gordon. Gordox, weré@orn in
;Thompsonv1lle. ‘The family soon moved to Hazardville, I can't under-
'W%Nptand why = as far as I know there were no factoriesgnd I only knew

SRS

- Granppa was iﬂpordon Bros. Store. They had two rag rooms up on rhe
. vacant lot back of the store, and upstairs in the store was a tin
f:shop- where Will Gordon and another man made all sorts of pans, ket~

ﬂrf - tles etc.
s 2f . Toter the mills were moved to Scitico, and no more rag mills. 1

S‘Eant tell you just what they did- progress changes things. Grand-
:pa worked six days a ‘week and on Sundays was busy too, atiending

B “ church twice. He had to be rather careful of himself. My personal

: . recollections are of a serene, benignant, gentle personality, plous,

’,%purltanlcal fervently and sincerely religeous, both a mystic and

: "a Methodist. Every Saturday I appearec before h1wénd received my
r Sunday School together with

\'

g Saturday penny, and every Sunday afte

" other cousins, we waited on hir for dispensaticn of
with Sceotch hunor. He always

red peppermint

gandy, which we received well splced

g?gpokc of Sunday as tre Sabbath Lay and must have otreryise lapsed



.

~ into the broad Scotch dialect though I know I wzs not conscious of
it at the time, He was active in his church and in the early days cof

‘the Republican Party, in politics, serving in the legislature from
the town of Enfield.,

-Grandma, Jean Bauchop Gordon, did not leave zs sharp an impression :
on my memoty. She died when I was fifteen years old., I well remem- g
ber her funeral and marching with the grandsons , fourteen i@all, /
that walked beside the hearse(not motor driven in those days) from
the church to the cémétary. She was a large woman with light brown f

haiﬁand soft gray or light blue eyes. Rather a gentle , soft spoken
person but withk mind of her own, I rememter learning the 24tnh Fsalm
t0 earn = silver dime. She was nct gquite satisfied with my rendi- \
tionjof the psalm but finally gave me the Gime .She must have been a %
good manager for in spite of the size of the family and the mod-

-

esty of the income,they lived within their msans and got ahead.



