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AZARDVILLE is am up-

state “village with a tang

to it a community that
was nurtured on gun powder
and poke bonnets nearly a cen-
tury ago. This bitter-sweet be-
ginning still casts its spell over
the place. It is evident on old
treé-shaded Main Street and in
the new developments on Hazard
Avenue. And residents have a
feeling that the ghost of town
father Colonel Augustus A, Haz-
ard still walks the lanes and
grassgrown streets of historic
Powder Hollow. There's a dis-
tinct tone to the hamlet. It's
why all the inhabitants are
proud of their community—a
fine blending of a vigorous, ro-
mantic past and a progressive
present.

Old Powder Hollow, to the
southeast of Main® Street, is
outwardly quiet today. Nothing
disturbs . its serenity but the
drowsy tinklings of the mean-
dering Scantic River: But there
was a time, in the long gone
past, when it was. a secthing
cauldron of powder mills, where
hundreds of smoke-grimed vil-
lagers were employed under
the leadership of Colonel Hazard
himseif.

STRANGELY. enough, this
man who gave the village its
name in 1854 was also a lead-
ing factor in establishing th2
highly cqgtrasting bonnet in-
dustry. This romantic little
factory was located on the site
of the present Amos D, Bridge's
Sons, Incorporated buildings.
The making of bonnets in Haz-
ardville came to an end when
the nearby Shakers left for
greener pastures, and when pi-
aoneer women of the wind-swept
West “went stylish.”

It is this mixture of a past
packed with action and romance
that gives the village its flare.
Older inhabitants are still in-
clined to be somewhat jumpy
when you mention Powder Hol-
low. For in the old days the
community was periodically
shaken to its core by explosions
that occurred there. Over a pe-
riod of 75 years, no léss than
67 powder makers were blown to
oblivion and at least 34 of its
150 separate buildings were Te-
duced to kindling wood.. -1 ¢

In many ways, residents are
glad the powder mills have gone,

leaving it a placid village effect- .

ed by the growing pains typical
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lage is still there.

The older part of the village
centers around Main Strcot,.thh.
its modest undertone of business
activities. Its four general stores
are owned by long-time residents.
Hazardville also boasts of two
modern garages, a drug store,
two grain stores and a taxider-
my shop.

GNIAL John Lynch pre-
sides over the second class Post
Office at the corner of Main and
Maple streets. He can call near-
ly every one in Hazardville by
his or her first name, whather a
person is a life-long native or a
comparative newcomer to gne of
the new .homes on Hazard Ave-
nuc, : 3 -

Perhaps no one is more of a
village booster than is ruddy-
complexioned, geav-haired
George J. Gordon. Mr. Gordon,
veteran resident of Main Street
and owner of the shoddy mill in
nearby Scitico, knows the place
like a book. He'll turk a visitor's
arm under his and shew him
more of Hazardville in an hour
than he could find out for him-
self in a week.

Mr. Gordon will explain that
Hazarvdville is largely a residen-
tial village now. A fair share of
its 2500 inhabitants are em-
ployed in the ca'pet mills of
nearby Thompsonville, The com-
munity’s largest business enter-
prise is the Amos D. Bridgé’s
Sons, Incorporated. where avp-
proximately 125 porsons are em-
ployed. George Gordon can care
for about 50 workers in his xﬁi:f
Many of the younger generation
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Gordo g in the rear of the old = the Hazard Power Company. buildings were un ated and  doned. Killed -by the
it n - home ~where “the Law  Apd, as Edward Allen tells in unlighted. Smoking was strict- smokeless powder.
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4 torekeeper of the old constructed for conveying wa- ped after Jightning struck one
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as he pauses to tell an inter-  .to the Hollow in 1854. At that “What older residents call “the
ested visitor that his grand- bme the Hazard Powder Com-  big blow” oceurred on July 23,
{ather was a Universalist minis-. pany was turming out 12 tons 1862 An explosion in a Press
tor and comething of a of sporting powder and 16 tons  in one mill set off a geries of
(e ader, 100- R et of blasting powder daily. blasts that reduced five build-
" George Gordon will tell» %= The same year Colonel ‘Haz-  ings to rubble. Efght men werc
u that the brick building - on ard bought out the Loomis in- killed, and a woman running
; % orner ain and e terest in the business From across an open field met death
‘ t S hotel 40 ‘vears ago then the energetiC colonel jnstantly by a stone hurled from
1:’0115%c A r ran it. and it dominated the scene. e built the blast. It is said the blast
Sylves leasant place for powder a large mansion en what is now was heard as far away as Hart-
wasi‘ a‘;’ o ather after the day’s Enfield Street and furnished its ford, where people thought the
ers 10 ¥ one : : Javishly. The stait- world was coming to an end.
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years ago. Chi 'dﬁcien.t vaol—-  MANY people today think Kegs for powder were made on
I aon ‘maintaids o n  that the : rd denot- ~ Cooper Shop Lane in the Hol-
nteer fire .degﬁfamlm’“ . On danger, originated in the low, which also boasted
W@uterson & the modern’ age— farous for +its. long Smoke Street. Long lines
100, . series of earth-rocking explos- diminutive covered wagons
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lagers were afraid of having the
powder transported through the
community’s Main Street. The

 firm was forced to build steep-

sided Gully Road for this pur-
pose. After Colonel Hazard's
death, the company continued to
flourish. Control of the mills
passed into the hands of the

. DuPont industries in 1875.

POWDER making in Haz-
ardville began to dwindle after
the turn of the present century.

Gradually the mills were aban-.
_doned, killed -by the advent of

smokeless powder, Operations
came to a close in 1913 but not

before a parting biast oeccurred.

was shattered, and blazing frag-

~ments hurled in all directions.

Hazardville Athletic Club plays

ball and other sports at the. .

west end. They call it the Pow-

der Hollow Bowl. . s

But most of the Hollow is in .

ruins, - lying fallow in historical .

lore. And the younger element -

of the village is more concerned
with the rapid expansion of
Hazardville’'s residential sec-
tions. When the lights twinkle
along Main Street in the night
hou more romantic inhabi-
tants of the village hear distant
rumblings in the hollow. They
know it's only the water rushing

over a portion of the old mill

dams, But they like to imagine
* that, in spirit, Colonel” Hazard
and his men are
again—ready for the night trek

~ to Simsbury or a glory ride to
- 'Kingdom Come. ; et




